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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Clerk to the Council   Mrs   R Luckin ,   Bramley Cottage, Hole Street,   Wiston , West Sussex, BN44 3DH   Tel:  01903 893548   Email : clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk   Website: www.washingtonparish.org.uk  




PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 3rd June 2013
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Minutes

Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr M Turley, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr N Doré, Cllr R Milner-Gulland, Cllr D Horwood, 

Cllr D Whyberd, Cllr T Cook 

Also in attendance: Cllr Frank Wilkinson (WSCC), Cllr Jim Sanson (HDC)
Members of the public: Robin Tannous (HCRA)
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin


13.41. To consider accepting Apologies for Absence

Cllr Thomas (holiday), Cllr Jennings (family reasons)

13.42. To record Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations

Cllr Turley declared an interest in the Tea Room, the allotments and an association with Barratt’s Homes through his employer.

13.43. To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 13th May were agreed as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.


13.44. To adjourn the meeting to allow Public Participation

Robin Tannous reported that he was interested in the follow up to the meeting with Barratts and would be interested in another meeting in future.

13.45. Matters Arising from the previous minutes

The Clerk’s Action List following the meeting of 13th May was circulated prior to the meeting.
13.34.3. Financial software – Scribe 2010, online option not yet available, the Clerk had used the trial version successfully. 
13.31.2. Suggestion of TPO’s on trees in Hampers Lane – Will Jones has asked for a plan with trees, boundaries, roads and properties to be identified, and reasons for requesting a TPO to be provided.  The Clerk has liaised with Norman Cooper and provided maps and will meet to co-ordinate if required.  
The Internal Auditor has approved the Annual Return, which has now been submitted to the External Auditor.  Peter Evans will provide a report shortly.

The SDNPA / IDP / CIL projects list with details has been submitted to SDNPA and accepted.

13.46. To consider Planning Applications and discuss Transport issues

13.46.1. Applications 

LI/13/0136/Prem – Windlesham House School, Premises Licence Application.  Councillors agreed there would be no objection.  The Clerk will respond.
SDNP/13/02330/LIS - Windlesham House School London Road Washington - Removal of internal walls in order to re-configure servery area and achieve additional seating within dining room. Plans circulated prior to meeting.  Members discussed the application and agreed that they would wish to defer to the opinion of Catherine Jeater, Conservation Officer, since the building is listed.
DC/12/1866 - Rock Lodge The Hollow Washington - Retrospective application to replace existing timber windows with new like for like and install sealed glazed units, enlarge 1 window to front elevation and  install tri-fold oak doors to rear elevation (Listed Building Consent).  Plans circulated prior to meeting.  The Clerk will request an extension on time to allow for members to make a site visit and form a response at the Planning Meeting of 17th June 2013.
CTIL 111859 - Proposed upgrade of existing phone mast at Washington Quarry, The Hollow.  Waldon Telecom Ltd invited comments prior to a planning application.  The existing site and mast will be adapted and Members agreed that there would be no detriment to the local community and mobile phone reception in the area should be improved.  The   Clerk will respond.
SDNP/13/02545/TIME - Rowdell The Street Washington - Application for a new planning permission to replace extant permission DC/10/1032 (Conversion of existing outbuildings to provide ancillary accommodation and single storey flat roof link) in order to extend the time limit for implementation.  Cllr Britt advised that members had objected to the original application, and that it now falls with the SDNP.  The Clerk will find the original comments and advise Councillors.
DC/10/1457 Robin Tannous reported that ‘HDC had recently posted that condition eleven relating to the public highway will be discharged by WSCC.  Issues raised by Matthew Bartle recently under DC/13/0609 are matters of detail, and HCRA are not clear whether there will be any further opportunity for consultation in relation to public highways matters’.  Hazel Corke was of the opinion that when four matters were resolved, WSCC would sign off the application.  
Cllr Heeley and Beglan reported on the recent meeting with Barratt’s Homes.  Cllr Wilkinson will discuss the concerns regarding the siting of the bus stop with Matthew Bartle, WSCC.

Cllr Horwood suggested that stakeholders could schedule to meet every two months as a working party.  Members will discuss the option of a further meeting with Barratt’s at the next Planning and Transport meeting.  
13.46.2.Enforcement

EN/13/0130 – RMC Site – John Attfield is monitoring the situation.
13.46.3. Naming of a new residential road – Members had received a list of suggestions from Andy Flack.  Councillors discussed possible names and agreed to ask for suggestions in the next newsletter.  The Clerk will ask for an extension on time.  

13.46.4. Neighbourhood Plans
Cllrs Beglan, Heeley and the Clerk had attended a meeting with Storrington and other local Parish Councils.

A costing and outline of process/timescale will be provided via Storrington Parish Council.  The Clerk will follow up.  Cllr Heeley explained the benefits of clustering.  Cllr Sanson was of the opinion that a joint Neighbourhood Plan would carry more weight.  A further Neighbourhood Planning meeting/training with HDC will take place 20th June, when costs and funding will be discussed.

Transport:
13.46.5. Winter maintenance plan – Cali Sparks, WSCC, had advised of changes to the Winter Maintenance Plan for 2013/14. The service will be limited and focused on keeping A roads clear.  WSCC will work with parishes to provide grit prior to the start of poor weather.  Parish Councils will be asked to produce a local winter maintenance plan and identify how they will work with WSCC by 1st August.  The Parish Council will need to identify a local farmer and roads to be cleared (he will be paid, providing the individual and the roads in question have been identified in the winter maintenance plan) to store hippo bags of grit and distribute throughout the parish as required during the winter.  The Clerk will ask WSCC to confirm the hourly rate and advise Graham Hicks of grit bin locations by the end of June.  An extra grit bin in Georges Lane was proposed by Cllr Beglan and seconded by Cllr Dore, agreed.  


13.46.6. A24 Bus Crossing Point  - Cali Sparks is investigating the request for a feasibility study.


13.46.7. Newhouse Lane / Rock Road  - Waiting for a design and costing from Joel Sykes.  Cali Sparks has been updated and will ask for tree to be removed.

13.46.8. Parking at the allotments and Sandhill Lane – Cali Sparks met with the Clerk and Cllrs Heeley and Cook. She advised that parking restrictions were not appropriate and suggested that bollards could be installed by Sunny Nook (PC to provide the funds), where the owners currently place traffic cones (the Clerk will check with the property owner). Cali suggested the erection of a sign at the allotments asking for the entrance not to be blocked.    The Clerk will write to the owner of a red Nissan and advise him that the vehicle has been reported to DVLA.  
  
13.46.9. A283 Pedestrian Crossing Point – Cali Sparks reports that the delivery of the sign and improvements to existing signage will be funded by Parish Council s106 funds. Cali confirmed that WSCC were willing to take on the ongoing maintenance, but if sign is damaged it will not be replaced by WSCC.  The asset would belong to the PC – Zurich Insurance quoted an extra premium of £53.00.  Highways engineers will finalise the details, following liaison with the Parish Council.  Cali Sparks advised that it would be delivered via a Community 278 Agreement allowing works on the Highway and that the Parish Council will instruct Balfour Beatty and bypass the programme of works to allow quicker installation.  

13.46.10. Flooding at the bottom of school hill – Cali Sparks will investigate the progress of the Drainage Team assessment.  Clerk has submitted expression of interest form for Operation Watershed fund and another for flooding at Washington Cottages.
13.46.11. Traffic Speed survey, Old London Road – Cali Sparks has received a report by Cllr Horwood.  

13.46.12. Poor road surface in London Road – The Clerk had received a TRO advising of closure of Old London Road from junction with The Street, 16 – 24 June, at night.  The Clerk will clarify with WSCC to see if works are taking place.  Cllr Wilkinson reports that WSCC are not aware of the poor surface of the road in the Old London Road, despite being informed on numerous occasions and Ed Dickinson providing assurance that the issue would be resolved with the contractor.
The Clerk will summarise all issues and e-mail Cali Sparks for follow up, cc Cllr Wilkinson.

13.46.13. The SDNPA CIL list had been submitted, the clerk will send a copy to all Councillors. 

13.47. Approval of Payments to be made by the Parish Council 

13.47.1. Total Bank Balance @ 31.05.13 = £61,859 (including £10,000 Lloyds and £5,000 Nationwide investments).

13.47.2. The following cheques were approved:

	Clerk’s Salary for May (net) 
	Chq 1980
	£808.52

	Office / Clerk’s Expenses for May include:
Sign £18.92, travel £23.40 and electricity £7.00
	1980
	£49.32

	Scribe 2010 Finance software £195+VAT
	1981
	£234.00

	D Flynn – grounds maintenance 4th and 18th April £210+VAT
D Flynn – mowing 1,9,16,23,30th May £525+VAT
	1982
	£252.00
£630.00

	F Hottenbacher – maintenance at Vera’s Shelter, repairs and maintenance at the Recreation Ground
	1983
	£88.00

	Zurich Insurance Co – invoice correction – additional premium 
	1984
	£37.05

	Public Works Loan Board repayment by direct debit 20.06.13
	DD
	£1,796.25

	SCS Phone bill – May invoice not yet received
	1985
	Max £50.00


13.48. Items of Correspondence

1. Rural Services Network E-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Jennings 15.05.13
2. Cali Sparks e-mail regarding Setting Local Speed Limits document, Operation Watershed – Clerk has submitted expression of interest form, Members Big Society Fund – Clerk has contacted Cllr Wilkinson regarding suitable projects.
3. WSCC Broadband update e-mail circulated 20.05.13.  Link will be placed in newsletter.
4. Request from HALC for two Washington PC representatives e-mail circulated 20.05.13
5. Community Safety Partnership Plan circulated 20.05.13
6. HDC Member’s E-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley 20.05.13
7. RSN E-newsletter forwarded to Cllr Jennings – 21.05.13
8. Purple bus request form, replies by 7th June – e-mail and info circulated 22.05.13
9. RSN E-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Britt 28.05.13
10. Deposited map of Estate land and associated footpaths and bridleways circulated 03.06.13

11. HDC Member’s E-bulletin forwarded to Cllr Heeley 03.06.13 
13.49. To consider and report local issues, including Maintenance 
13.49.1. Cllr Britt asked Members to consider the installation of a defibrillator within the parish.  Training could be provided at a cost of £5 p/h. Each unit costs approx. £800.   There was some discussion regarding benefits.  Currently, the nearest First Responder is in Ashington.   Councillors agreed in principal, the Clerk will obtain further information.
13.49.2. The Community Tea Room Committee report that they have succeeded in employing local young people, funded a Christmas Fair and Spring Lunch and report that they will continue to do so in the forthcoming year.  A financial statement provided has been provided, which the Clerk will circulate.  Cllr Beglan was concerned that the Tea Room had not been open recently, the Clerk will ask for information on opening times and offer to request volunteers via the next newsletter.
13.49.3. The Website now ready to have the ‘under construction’ message removed.    The Clerk will provide a monthly news update for upload and ask Vision ICT how many hits the website has had. The Chairman will write an introduction.
13.49.4. The next Newsletter copy deadline will be 17th June to allow time for the Village Day (14th July) to be advertised.

The village sign in The Bostal has replacement poles.
The Clerk has reported untaxed cars to DVLA using the link provided by PC Burt.

13.50. Reports and recommendations from Committees

To receive any reports from Committees - meetings were not held on 20th May. 

Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments

Allotments – one plot holder is giving up and another will change plots, which will leave plot 6 vacant.  The Clerk will check the plot and advise the next person on the waiting list.

Benches on the Recreation ground have been painted and fixed in position.
13.51. Reports on Meetings 
Storrington, Thakeham, West Chilt, Washington and Wiston PC’s met to discuss the option of joining to create a Neighbourhood plan.  Attended by Cllrs Heeley, Beglan and Clerk.  Storrington PC will provide a costing and timeline.

Forthcoming meetings:
HALC meeting 03.06.13, presentation by HDC regarding Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA).  The Clerk has requested notes and a pack for discussion at the Planning Committee meeting of 17th June with a view to providing a response by 20th June.


Neighbourhood planning meeting/training with HDC 20.06.13 6.00pm Billingshurst VH.  Clerk will attend.
HDC Planning Preferred Framework Strategy meeting to be held 25th July 6.00pm.
13.52. To receive items for the next agenda

Cllr Dore asked if the Parish Council would be doing anything for Village Day and she advised that the Parish News would not be published until a new person had been appointed.

13.53. Date and Time of next meetings:

Committees – 17th June
Full Council – 1st July 2013
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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